
 
November 6, 2014 

 

TVI PRESENTS JUDGES WITH 11 FINALISTS FOR STAN BERGSTEIN AWARD 

WRITING HONOR CARRIES $25,000 PRIZE, TO BE ANNOUNCED ON NOV. 14  

THE PAULICK REPORT’S DEFENDING WINNER RAY PAULICK HAS 4 NOMINEES 

 

Team Valor International presented 11 stories this week to judges who will select the winner of the 

2014 Stan Bergstein Writing Award.  

 

The stories address a broad spectrum of racing topics, from drug issues to buzzers, a con man, 

racing surfaces, and trainer suspensions. The New York Times, the Paulick Report, 

ThisIsHorseRacing.com, the Blood-Horse and Thoroughbred Daily News all are represented.  

 

Team Valor finalized the nominees in early November and turned them over to 5 judges: Tom 

Hammond, Karen Johnson, Tom Keyser, John Pricci and John Sparkman. The award carrying a 

$25,000 first-place prize will be presented on November 14 in Lexington.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Despite the Evidence, Trainers Deny a Doping Problem  

by Joe Drape, the New York Times  

  

Texas Compounder Draws Scrutiny  

by Frank Angst, the Blood-Horse  

  

Donnally: The Story of ‘Electric Jockeys’ And How To Rid Sport of Them  

by Rev. Eddie Donnally, the Paulick Report  

  

The horses are all right, right?  

by Joe Clancy, ThisIsHorseRacing.com   

 

Florida Sham: Florida ‘Racetrack’ A Mockery of the State and Sport  

by Ray Paulick, the Paulick Report  

  

Drugs = Fewer Starts = Less Money for the Owner  

by Bill Finley, the Thoroughbred Daily News   

  

He Lied Like Nobody's Business: A Racing Con Man and His Trail of Deception  

by Ray Paulick, the Paulick Report   

  

Is This The Death of Synthetic Racing? And If So, Why?   

by Lucas Marquardt, the Thoroughbred Daily News   

http://mobile.nytimes.com/2013/11/23/sports/despite-the-evidence-trainers-deny-a-doping-problem.html?_r=0
http://mobile.nytimes.com/2013/11/23/sports/despite-the-evidence-trainers-deny-a-doping-problem.html?_r=0
http://www.bloodhorse.com/horse-racing/articles/81992/texas-compounder-draws-industry-scrutiny
http://www.bloodhorse.com/horse-racing/articles/81992/texas-compounder-draws-industry-scrutiny
http://www.paulickreport.com/news/ray-s-paddock/donnally-the-story-of-electric-jockeys-and-how-to-rid-the-sport-of-them/
http://www.paulickreport.com/news/ray-s-paddock/donnally-the-story-of-electric-jockeys-and-how-to-rid-the-sport-of-them/
http://www.paulickreport.com/news/ray-s-paddock/donnally-the-story-of-electric-jockeys-and-how-to-rid-the-sport-of-them/
http://www.paulickreport.com/news/ray-s-paddock/donnally-the-story-of-electric-jockeys-and-how-to-rid-the-sport-of-them/
http://thisishorseracing.com/news/index.php/this-is-horse-racing/2571-the-horses-are-all-right-right
http://thisishorseracing.com/news/index.php/this-is-horse-racing/2571-the-horses-are-all-right-right
http://www.paulickreport.com/news/ray-s-paddock/florida-sham-racetrack-a-mockery-of-the-state-and-sport/
http://www.paulickreport.com/news/ray-s-paddock/florida-sham-racetrack-a-mockery-of-the-state-and-sport/
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/shared_content.cfm?Drugs__Fewer_Starts__Less_Money_for&id=561#.U6tpgeto7QA.twitter
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/shared_content.cfm?Drugs__Fewer_Starts__Less_Money_for&id=561#.U6tpgeto7QA.twitter
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/shared_content.cfm?Drugs__Fewer_Starts__Less_Money_for&id=561#.U6tpgeto7QA.twitter
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/shared_content.cfm?Drugs__Fewer_Starts__Less_Money_for&id=561#.U6tpgeto7QA.twitter
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/shared_content.cfm?Drugs__Fewer_Starts__Less_Money_for&id=561#.U6tpgeto7QA.twitter
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/shared_content.cfm?Drugs__Fewer_Starts__Less_Money_for&id=561#.U6tpgeto7QA.twitter
http://www.paulickreport.com/news/ray-s-paddock/he-lied-like-nobodys-business-a-racing-con-man-and-his-trail-of-deception/
http://www.paulickreport.com/news/ray-s-paddock/he-lied-like-nobodys-business-a-racing-con-man-and-his-trail-of-deception/
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/restricted/pdf/magazine/Synthetics-Aug2014.pdf
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/restricted/pdf/magazine/Synthetics-Aug2014.pdf


  

Ruidoso: All American Futurity Last Straw for a Crackdown?  

by Ray Paulick, the Paulick Report  

 

Frustration Builds Over Drug Testing Delays at LGC Labs 

by Ray Paulick, the Paulick Report  

  

Insanity, Stupidity, Cowardice, Call it What You Want, CHRB's O'Neill Ruling a Farce 

by Bill Finley, the Thoroughbred Daily News  

 

Background on the Stan Bergstein Writing Award (press release from 2011):   

  

TEAM VALOR TO HONOR STANLEY BERGSTEIN WITH WRITING AWARD  STABLE 

CEO BARRY IRWIN TO OFFER ANNUAL $25,000 PRIZE   

WINNER WILL “REFLECT HONOREE’S NO-HOLDS-BARRED WRITING STYLE”  

  

The Stanley Bergstein Writing Award has been instituted by Team Valor International in order to 

foster the type of writing engaged in by the recently deceased horse racing giant and author of 

hardhitting racing journalism.   

  

CEO Barry Irwin, a former Turf Writer, greatly admired Mr. Bergstein and his columns that usually 

appeared in Daily Racing Form.   

  

Five judges will be appointed each year by Jeff Lowe, who was an award-winning Turf Writer prior to 

joining Team Valor as director of media.   

  

Team Valor will announce the winner at a luncheon in the Thoroughbred Club of America adjacent to 

Keeneland, where the recipient will receive a trophy commemorating the achievement, as well as a 

check in the amount of $25,000.  

  

Irwin began in racing as a writer with The Blood-Horse, later editor of The Thoroughbred of California 

and wrote a syndicated column for Daily Racing Form. The past 15 years he has contributed editorial 

pieces to The Blood-Horse, Thoroughbred Daily News and the Paulick Report.  

  

In explaining his desire to reward Turf Writers for journalistic excellence, Irwin said “There was a time 

in the 1990s when I felt singularly alone in tackling some of the sport’s most daunting issues. When 

Mr. Bergstein began to write his columns for Daily Racing Form and Andy Beyer wrote similarly in the 

Washington Post, I was relieved and I greatly appreciated their content.  

  

“In the current climate of a drastically shrinking amount of space devoted to coverage of racing in the 

print media, I think it is important to lend support to those writers still plying their trade, by establishing 

a path for them to take on the important issues facing the sport, in hopes that by doing so they will 

move racing’s participants to effect positive changes.  

  

“Not all writers and publications seem interested in this sort of thing. Now that Mr. Bergstein has 

departed the scene, I want to do something to encourage Turf Writers to pick up where he left off and 

establish a trend. Hopefully, the Stanley Bergstein Writing Award will encourage Turf Writers to 

branch out and take a different look at what is going on in racing that requires some attention in the 

press.”  

http://www.paulickreport.com/news/ray-s-paddock/ruidoso-all-american-futurity-the-last-straw-for-a-crackdown/
http://www.paulickreport.com/news/ray-s-paddock/ruidoso-all-american-futurity-the-last-straw-for-a-crackdown/
http://www.paulickreport.com/news/ray-s-paddock/frustration-builds-over-drug-testing-delays-at-lgc-lab/
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/shared_content.cfm?id=1023


BARRY IRWIN WANTS TO ENCOURAGE WRITERS TO SHARPEN THEIR FOCUS   

TEAM VALOR CEO SEEKS TO KEEP STANLEY BERGSTEIN’S FLAME BURNING  

  

Barry Irwin was hit hard by the recently death of Stanley Bergstein and it prompted him to inaugurate 

an award in his memory that will reward an enterprising writer with a $25,000 prize each year.  

  

“Stan is not the type of writer that can be easily replaced,” Irwin said. “He was in a unique position to 

write about what was on his mind, as he was a respected leader in racing in North America and he 

was old enough not to have to worry about repercussions if he ruffled some feathers.  

  

“Most leaders in his field are not inclined to write about things considered to be politically incorrect 

because they have been part of The Establishment for far too long. But Stan was cut from a different 

cloth and he had the courage of his convictions.”  

  

Irwin established the Stanley Bergstein Writing Award to motivate writers to produce articles and 

Op/Ed pieces in the tradition of the honoree and for writers to get out of their usual comfort zone and 

stretch themselves.  

  

“My wife Kathleen M. Irwin, who is an award-winning fiction writer, says ‘There are two ways to deal 

with uncomfortable things. One is to sweep them under the carpet and hope nobody notices. The 

other way is to shine a light on them in hopes that it will better the situation.’ I think that pretty much 

sums up why we are offering this writing prize,” commented Irwin.  

  

Irwin hopes that the amount of money, which represents one of the largest cash prizes for a writing 

award in North America and by far the largest ever offered for a Turf Writer, will motivate journalists to 

come forward with pieces that will make a difference.  

  

“Stan made a difference when he wrote,” Irwin said “because he not only got people to think, he got 

them to act. He pointed out problems, but he offered solutions. The press has a role in our society 

that should be taken seriously. It isn’t called the Fourth Estate for nothing!”  

  

Irwin himself has been a writer of articles and Op/Ed pieces that have shined a light on things that 

needed changing. “I quit working for Daily Racing Form in 1978 when it was more of a house organ 

for the racing industry than the fine publication it is today,” he recalled. “The first article I wrote after I 

quit was a lengthy piece in New West, a general circulation magazine in California.  

  

“It was during the time when a minor Mafia member went public in Sports Illustrated, revealing how 

he fixed races. He named names of trainers and riders. My purpose in writing in New West was to 

point out that if racing journalists did their jobs, they might shine a light on bad guys and end some 

unsavory practices.  

  

“In my article, I also revealed practices that took place at racetracks in Southern California. I pointed 

out what was they did and I named names. I ruffled a lot of feathers, because I mentioned practices 

used by the biggest names the game.  

  

“Fans and horseplayers loved it, but some racing participants took it badly. I was biting the hand that 

fed me, I was told. But you know what? Many of the practices I mentioned began to change and 

eventually disappeared. By establishing this writing award, I want to encourage others to consider 

taking this path.”  


