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EURO CHARLINE MAKES A STRIKING IMPRESSION IN TEAM VALOR DEBUT               

FLASHES HOME FOR 2ND IN BRITISH GROUP 3 AFTER ESCAPING TRAFFIC 

BEATEN HALF A LENGTH, BRUTISH FILLY NOW A HOT CLASSICS PROSPECT  
 
Tight traffic almost turned into a nightmare and kept Euro Charline out of the winner’s circle today in 
her Team Valor debut, but she still managed to make quite an impression with her second-place 
finish in the Group 3 Nell Gwyn Stakes at Newmarket.  
 

Cut off by two different horses late in the running, Euro 
Charline had to turn sideways at one point but recovered 
so well that she may have stolen the show with her rally 
that fell a length short of 7 to 2 favorite Santiva. One 
betting firm immediately introduced her at 16 to 1 odds for 
the Grade 1 One Thousand Guineas, even though she is 
not yet eligible for the mile classic back at Newmarket in 2 
½ weeks. She made a lot of friends today regardless. 
 
“Everyone is talking about her here,” Barry Irwin said a few 
hours after the 7-furlong Nell Gywn. “It’s a significant fee, 
about $50,000, to supplement her for the One Thousand 
Guineas, so we will take our time and see how things look 
and probably put it up for a vote among her partners. I 
asked Marco Botti if he would worry about bringing her 
back so quickly, and he said ‘No, not with a filly this 
tough.’”  
 
Toughness and brute size—Botti has referred to her as a 
“big bully” around the barn—probably were the secret to 
Euro Charline’s resilience in a rough trip that would have 

doomed a lot of horses, particularly a young filly in only her third career start.  
 
“It is a small wonder she did not go down, but she just brushed it off,” Irwin said. “She is as imposing 
of a 3-year-old filly as I have seen in a long time. She looks like a colt with a big girth, and she is so 
generous. She just wants to run. I think we have a really nice one here.”   
 
Botti instructed jockey Andrea Azteni to either follow another horse or take the early lead if it 
presented itself. After she broke decently, he could have gone to the front but decided against it and 
instead fell into a nice position near the standside rail.  
 
Irwin said “She was fourth, but then she got shuffled back and the guy panicked, and he could not 
find a way through and kept getting bumped and when she finally got through, he said she just flew 
home.”  
 
Bet down to 5 to 1 odds, Euro Charline nailed Godolphin Racing’s Majeyda at the line for the place 
spot, and there was a 2 1/4-length break back to fourth in the field of 15.  Acquired off a 9-length 
romp on Polytrack at Wolverhampton, Euro Charline has already been made eligible for the Irish One 
Thousand Guineas as an alternative to the English equivalent, which will be renewed on May 4.  

Euro Charline looms large as unbeaten Sandiva holds 

on in the Group 3 classic prep.  



 


