
MASTER CROSS 

Sadler’s Wells + Nureyev 
 

One of the most important and potent crosses in any thoroughbred bloodline is the 

appearance of both Sadler’s Wells and Nureyev in the same pedigree. 

 

When these two individuals are present in the same pedigree, it creates a gender-balanced 

inbreeding to the outstanding and influential broodmare Special. 

 

This specific cross of Sadler’s Wells and Nureyev appears in so many racehorses of superior 

quality, that it must be considered the best Master Cross for which a foal can be bred.  

 

Some Group 1 winning racehorses that carry this Master Cross include Camelot, El Condor 

Pasa, Henrythenavigator, Ruler of the World, Divine Proportions, Best Solution, Thunder 

Snow, Thewayyouare, Kew Gardens, Rip Van Winkle, Virginia Waters, Love, St Mark’s 

Basilica, and the list goes on. 

 

EXAMPLE: 

 

One can see that Special is the dam of Nureyev, and the granddam of Sadler’s Wells. So in 

one instance she is the dam of a son, and in the other instance she is the dam of a daughter. 

This is called gender-balanced inbreeding. 

 

As a side note - this pedigree of Henrythenavigator also highlights an example of “line-

breeding” as one can see that his sire line goes straight up to a son of Raise a Native, while 

his distaff line goes straight down to a daughter of Raise a Native. This is a specialized type 

of gender-balanced inbreeding as it occurs on the main sire line and distaff line. 


